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With the news that the Ebola virus has now reached the United States, my constituents have
expressed concern about the current screening procedures our government has put in place. As
this virus has an incubation period between 2 and 21 days and since there are no vaccines or
cures, it would make sense to increase our screenings and vigilance in West Africa where the

outbreak is currently found.

In order to contain the virus and to better combat its spread, I respectfully request answers to the

following questions:

1. What steps can the State Department and our embassies take to identify potentially sick

people before they travel to the United States?

2. Has the Department considered implementing health screenings for Ebola at embassies
and consulates when issuing new visas to those who wish to travel from West African

countries?

3. Are questions about a visa applicant’s contact with people in Ebola affected areas
included in interviews performed by consular officers at embassies and consulates?

4, What is being done to make sure American embassy and consulate workers are being

protected from the outbreak in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea?

It is imperative we do all we can to help those afflicted in Africa, and we must also do all we can

to protect the American public. I look forward to your response.
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Ron Barber
Member of Congress



